


Congrats Graduates!

Job Club & Beyond!

This year, Jameson Parisi and Morgan Swartz graduated from JPII. We will miss seeing them 
come through our doors each and every day!

Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”

Sharing the Love

Through a partnership with Easter Seals, 
JPII has been able to offer an after 
school Job Club to students and

alumni, which has been an extension of
our Transition program.

Spanning the entire school year, dedicated 
individuals were able to explore job
possibilities based on interest, hourly rates, 
and job descriptions. Through games like job 
bingo, students and alumni were also able 
to focus on social aspects that may come in 
handy while working in the community.

We know our students have the ability to 
make significant contributions to the
community and we are proud of each one
of the Job Club participants for going the 
extra mile in preparation for life after
graduation.

Thank you for a great year Easter Seals!

Mike Sheldon of Easter Seals
and Oliver, a JPII Alumni.

If you remember back to our last edition of Special
Connections, you may remember that this opening
section was titled “Sharing the Joy”. With this new edition 

comes the idea of “Sharing the Love”.

As we have mentioned before, it is one thing to simply describe 
(in words) the growth, happiness, and learning that goes on at 
John Paul II Center. It is a completely different feeling when 
we’re able to share with everyone the smiling faces of our
students and adults and all the great things they are 
accomplishing on a daily basis.

So, here is to evoking the emotions of the past few months and 
sharing the love!

P.S. Sharing the love is an important idea that carries over into 
everyday life. If someone smiles at you, you can share that smile 
with someone else. Likewise, if you know someone that would 
enjoy this newsletter, feel free to share.

:)

In this Issue:

Did you know that Pendants with Purpose falls under our 
Projects with Purpose moniker? While raising funds is
important for our school, Projects with Purpose was

created to take our ideas one step further.

Giving back to those in need is one of those ideas that allowed us 
to grow at a personal level. We have also created new, all-natural 
Therapeutic Corn Bags that help relieve aches and pains.

With all the growth and support we have seen with our small
business endeavor, be on the lookout for news and updates!

On the Cover - (Top) 
Alex, (Bottom, left to 
right) Jared, Michael, 
Vince, and Liz
Page 2
Sharing the Love
Projects with Purpose
Page 3
Graduates
Job Club & Beyond
Page 4
Our Own Jerseys
Mass at St Ignatius
Our Team
Page 5
Principal’s Note
Our Soccer Friends
Page 6
Capital Campaign   
 Journey
Kickoff
Page 7
Groundbreaking
The Need is Great
Page 8
Fun & Field Day
Page 9
Franklin Institute
Gone Fishin’
Page 10
6th Annual Legacy Gala
Page 11
Thank You
Save the Date

2 3



Our Team
At JPII, we know how important it is to 

work well together as a team and this is 
something we like to emphasize with 

our students.

During a recent in-service day, our staff got 
together at South Mountain YMCA to
tackle some team-building activities 
including zorbing, solving a picture puzzle, 
rock | paper | scissors, a balance platform, and 
*debating over rope knots!

*We decided that rope knots are truly
unimportant in the grand scheme of things.

Our Soccer Friends
We made some friends at TOPSoccer 

this past school year and went on a 
soccer journey.

This journey lasted all of last school year
and helped our students and adults work
on motor skills, develop a passion for sports,
and learn the great game of soccer.

Thank you to TOPSoccer, our coaches, and 
Relevant Sports Complex for providing us 
with this journey and a safe place to play!

Big Vision Foundation has been
teaching our students the game of 
baseball for a couple of years now. 

Each time we visit, we are treated to lunch, 
caring instruction, and the great game of 
baseball.

With our most recent invite, Big Vision
provided our students with their own jerseys 
to complete their baseball “ensembles”.
Needless to say, our students were ecstatic!

Big Vision is doing an amazing job sharing 
their passion with our students and the
community. Thank you for your generosity!

Our Own Jerseys

Mass at St. Ignatius
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Dear Friends,
It is a very exciting time for JPII. Last
Fall, we began a Capital Campaign to 

REACH for MORE by adding more space to
accommodate more individuals and
expanding the services we offer.  I am so
overjoyed and grateful for everyone’s support 
and prayers. Your outpouring of generosity is 
humbling. If you haven’t given to our campaign 
yet, it’s not too late! We are close to our goal but 
still need your help to fill the gap. Everyone’s 
gift, no matter how big or small, makes a
difference in the lives of our students and adults.

This past school year was filled with challenges 
and exciting new adventures. Our goal of
providing activities for our individuals to
experience and learn life skills in addition to
our day to day curriculum is evident in this
newsletter. Our staff engages all of our
individuals and teaches them to make the best of everyday, even on the most challenging days. 

By teaming up with Easter Seals this year, we were able to take our Transition Program one step 
further by helping students hone the skills needed to participate in the workforce. Many of our 
individuals are able to gain experience because of the organizations we collaborate with. We are 
so blessed to have the community embracing our students and adults into their lives.

Follow along with us on our journey as construction continues throughout the summer and
major changes fall into place for next school year. Stay in tune with our social media sites to
receive the latest updates and pray with us for a safe and successful project. Many blessings for
a wonderful, relaxing, and fun summer!

Yours in Christ,
Mary A Adams

Principal’s Note



Our Capital Campaign Journey

Funding Level

Kickoff

The Need is great

Last September, John Paul II Center embarked on a journey to 
raise funds for a building expansion. During the silent phase 
of our “Reaching for More” Capital Campaign, we were able to 

raise $2.6 million; roughly 86% of our target goal of $3 million.

The idea behind the Capital Campaign was born out of a need to 
be able to accommodate more individuals. Since 2002, our
School-Age program has seen growth of more than 50%, while
our Adult program has grown by over 200%!

It was clear that we needed more space to provide a balanced
program that is consistent with our mission and to meet the 
changing needs of the students and adults that depend upon
our individualized care. As a result, we set off on our Capital
Campaign Journey.

On April 21, we held a special kickoff event to share our plans 
with the public. Among our speakers was Principal, Mary 
Adams and Campaign Co-Chairs Jack Horrigan and

Dan Langdon.

Although we have had a spectacular start to our campaign, we 
still have work to do. If you would like to help us reach our 
goal, you can do so by visiting johnpauliicenter.org. We are 

so grateful for the generous support we have seen thus far.

Construction is in the early stages and will continue to progress 
throughout the summer. Be sure to keep an eye on our social
media channels for updates!

Goal: $3 Million

Current:
    $2.7 Million

Dan Langon, Campaign Co-Chair Construction underway

Groundbreaking
We held an official groundbreaking ceremony on May 17. 

Father Keith Mathur was in attendence to say a few words 
and bless the ground on which the new building will sit. 

Silver shovels in-hand, several students dug right in!

From left: Mary Adams, Dan Langdon, Danae, Martin, Aaron, 
Jack Horrigan, Floressa, Jameson, Vince, and Cruz.

“We are approaching our $3Million Capital
Campaign goal thanks to the many who have 

pledged their support. If you have not yet done so, 
please join us today. Together we are Reaching for 

More so that our students can do the same.”

- Jack Horrigan
Campaign Co-Chair

6 7

http://johnpauliicenter.org


Fun & Field Day

Franklin Institute Social

E-News!Gone Fishin’Since this is the Summer issue of Special
Connections, you can expect to see certain 
things included in this issue. Among them

is one of our student’s favorite activities: Fun & 
Field Day.

Each year, Berks Catholic invites us to the high 
school for a full day of fun events. With our
students each pairing up with a buddy from
Berks Catholic, everyone is a winner.

It is hard to describe in words how thankful we are 
for this day and how awesome the students from 
Berks Catholic are. Watching the day unfold, we 
can tell how much thought and effort goes into 
setting up the events, serving lunch, and handing 
out awards.

With each of our students having a Berks buddy
by their side, everyone has encouragement and
support throughout the day.

We cannot say this enough, but thank you
Berks Catholic!

A few months back, our Adult Program took a trip to the Olivet Blue 
Mountain Camp. The sun was shining, the weather was
beautiful, and the fish were biting!

With some help from our staff, everyone was able to reel in at least one 
fish!

We would like to thank the Olivet Blue Mountain Camp for being
excellent hosts and providing everyone with a fishing rod!

Each year, our Secondary class goes on a BIG trip that is funded by 
our Hoagie Sale (thank you to all of our hungry friends out there)!

With “Vatican Splendors” being featured at the Franklin Institute, we 
decided this would be an exciting and unforgettable trip.

Featuring over 2,000 years history and 200 objects, students were able 
to learn all about the Vatican. The exhibit even featured multi-sensory 
elements, including a touchable cast of Saint John Paull II’s hand!

We are a social 
bunch here at JPII 
Center. Be sure to 
find us on the web 
to view photos of 
our students and 
adults, watch
videos, and
receive updates.

Easily sign up for 
our email list...
1. Text JPIICENTER 
to 22828.
2. A text message 
will be sent to your 
mobile phone.
3. Simply reply with 
your email address.
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https://www.facebook.com/JohnPauliiCenter/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9Iiwc4Fd7rJMzhHEd9T_4A
https://plus.google.com/b/114736358941506888661/+JohnPaulIICenterforSpecialLearningReading
https://www.pinterest.com/JPiiCenter/


It was another spectacular year for our Annual Legacy Gala, with over 630 people joining us in 
support of our mission at John Paul II Center. Not only did this top last year’s attendance, but 
through the generosity of our guests, we were able to raise a record amount of funding for the 

school! The money raised will go towards a new, accessible playground!

After a heartwarming performance from our students, we honored Dan & Kathy Langdon, this 
year’s Halo Award recipients. The Langdons were chosen for this honor because of their
never-ending support of JPII.

To everyone who attended our 6th Annual Legacy Gala, our volunteers, and all of our
sponsors, we are truly blessed by your support of our mission and the students and adults 
at John Paul II Center for Special Learning. 

The support we receive helps not only the individuals attending JPII, but their families as well.  
We invite you to save the date for our 7th Annual Legacy Gala: March 25, 2017.

Dan & Kathy Langdon, Halo 
Award Recipients

6th Annual Legacy Gala

We invite you to save the date for our 7th Annual Legacy Gala: March 25, 2017

Thank You

Silver Sponsors
AW Styer Photography
Berks Oral Surgery and
 Dental Implant Center
Chicco USA | Artsana USA
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Close
Robert C. Dieruff @
 Merrill Lynch
Discovery Federal
 Credit Union
EnerSys
Jack Horrigan
Dan & Kathy Langdon
Reading Orthodontics Group
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RSM US LLP
Mr. & Mrs. Rolf Schmidt
Solve IT Solutions
Sweet Street
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 Services, Inc.
CrossKeys Insurance

Customers Bank
Mr. & Mrs. James Diffendal
Michael & Diane Duff
First Priority Bank
Larry & Cyndi Fisher
Gulati Family Foundation
Nancy Hemmerich
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Herr
Jerry & Carolyn Holleran
Dr. & Mrs. John LaManna
John & Sandy Larkin
Lutz Funeral Home
M.P. Butterworth and
 Associates
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent Moffitt
National Penn
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Nevel
Craig & Sue Perrotty
Elizabeth Rothermel
Sacred Heart & Holy Rosary Church
Santander
Jim & Turie Sotzin
St. Catharine of Siena Knights  
 of Columbus #14880
St. Ignatius Loyola Church
Stonersville Social Club
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Board of Directors

In a safe and nurturing 
Christian environment, 
John Paul II Center serves 
children and adults with
intellectual and
developmental disabilities 
by providing diversified
programs.  We acknowledge 
the dignity of all learners 
while challenging them on 
a daily basis to reach their 
God-given potential.  Our 
mission is an expression
of the Catholic Church’s
teaching on the sanctity
of human life.

Kathleen Nevel, PhD – Chairman, Adjunct   
 Faculty Alvernia University
W. Bradford White, Jr. – Vice Chairman, 
 Senior VP Wealth Management, 
 Morgan Stanley
Theodore Bassano – Treasurer, Vice President  
 Emeritus, RACC
Ginny Close – Secretary, Community
 Volunteer
John Dever – President, Egan Signs
Virginia Frederick Dodge – Executive
 Producer, VA Productions, Inc.
Michael A. Duff – Senior VP, Government
 Relations & Chief Compliance
 Officer, Penske
The Honorable Eleni Dimitriou Geishauser –  
 Berks County Judge
Michael Herr – Managing Director,
 Tompkins Insurance
Daniel Langdon – CEO, East Penn
 Manufacturing Co, Inc.
Father Keith Mathur – Sacred Heart Church
Gretchen Naso - Principal, Reinsel Kuntz
 Lesher, LLP

Dr. Vincent Moffitt – Pediatric Hospitalist,   
 Reading Health System
Kathleen O’Brien Ellis, PhD – Secondary
 Special Education Teacher, Twin Valley  
 School District
Craig Perrotty – Sr. VP Fixed Income Sales,  
 Vining Sparks IBG
Craig Poole – General Manager, DoubleTree
 by Hilton
Eric Savage – President, Freedom Auto Group
Noreen Sobottka - Vice President, Wells Fargo  
 Bank NA
Chester Winters – Director of Information   
 Technology, RACC

Mary Adams – Principal
Becky Burton – Director of Advancement
Brooke Cortese Tesche, EdD. – Deputy
 Superintendent, Diocese of Allentown
Michael Mizak – Business Manager
Isaac Nawa – Berks Catholic High School
 Student Representative

Our Mission

http://www.johnpauliicenter.org

