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Each year, students, adults, and staff at JPII put a ton of 
work into our Annual Christmas Program, with practices 
typically starting a month beforehand.

With a lot of patience, coordination, and planning, everyone 
plays a part in the performance. Whether it’s Cindy Long 

lending her voice and production know-how, the teachers 
crafting costumes and props, or the aids that take the stage 
with the performers, the show is a true group effort.

The School-Age and Adult Programs benefit from this holiday 
tradition because it gives each individual the chance to 
creatively express themselves and feel like the stars that they 
are.

It’s especially exciting for students and adults to take the stage 
each year and peer out into the crowd in search of their friends 
and family (usually resulting in some mid-performance waves).

2016 proved to be the best Christmas Program turnout yet, with 
the crowd taking seats in the entire multi-purpose room and 
filling in with “standing room only”.

To everyone that was able to make the show, thank you for 
your support. If you couldn’t catch the performance, you can 
view it on our YouTube page!

On a cold Thursday in 
December of 2016, 
supporters gathered 

at John Paul II Center for 
a Dedication Mass led by 
Bishop Barres. While the 
weather outside was frightful, 
the atmosphere inside was 
anything but; warm, heartfelt, 
and joy are just a few words 
that best describe the scene.

In what was one of his last 
appearances in Berks County 
as the Bishop of Allentown, 

Bishop Barres so graciously 
joined us to celebrate the 
completion of our Reaching 
for More Capital Campaign 
and the official opening of 
our new building.

Everything kicked off with 
Mass, with a few of our 
students helping to serve. 
Mrs. K and the Tone Chime 
Choir performed and shortly 
afterward, the Bishop took a 
tour of the school  to bless...
(continued on pg. 6)

Bryan dances gleefully on stage during the Christmas Program.

The multi-purpose room was packed, but the atmosphere was warm and joyful for the 2017 Christmas Program.

Students reveal the 
final earnings of our 
Reaching for More 
Capital Campaign.

John Paul II Center for Special Learning
1092 Welsh Road,
Shillington, PA 19607

1

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Reading, PA

Permit No. 716



Thanksgiving is always 
a great time of year for 
JPII; It signals the start 

of the holiday season and we 
purposefully set aside time 
to acknowledge what we’re 
thankful for.

Timing for the kitchen 
renovation was impeccable, 
as Thanksgiving meal was just 
the second dinner to be cooked 
with the new equipment.

In true JPII fashion and with 
the help of our staff, we turned 
preparations for the feast into 
a great learning experience for 
our students and adults. From 
shopping and measuring 
ingredients, to slicing fruits 
and plating meals, everyone 
pitched in to create a meal 
(and a learning experience) 
we could all be thankful for.

For JPII, Catholic Schools 
Week is not only a great 
way to celebrate our 

Catholic foundation, but it’s a 
spectacular way for the school 
to foster community support 
and assure that we continue 
to fulfill our mission.

The celebration began  on 
January 27th with our annual 
sleepover, which included 
games, movies, makeovers, 
pizza, chicken donated by 
Chick-fil-A Berkshire Mall, 
and ice-cream donated by 
Kenhorst Dairy Queen.

On Monday, we laced-up 
our skates at Fantasy Skating 
Center. As expected, there 

were a few spills, but everyone 
persevered and got back up to 
continue their fun. Staff was 
very impressed by how well 
everyone did!

Tuesday and Wednesday gave 
way to not only music with 
homemade instruments, but 
a dance party and other fun 
activities like cooking.

We rounded out Catholic 
Schools Week with a special 
Mass and our buddies from 
La Salle joining us for bingo 
and “blankets & books”, with 
blankets being donated by 
Blankets of Hope Berks. Thank 
you to everyone that made our 
CSW celebration memorable!

Giving Thanks
New kitchen cooking

Catholic Schools Week
Embracing our Catholic foundation

A Quick Guide to

ExpressPay
Welcome to

Cut down on the line-time at this year’s Gala and pre-register your credit card for 
ExpressPay by calling Anne Marie at 610-777-0605 or by sending her an email at 
akline@johnpauliicenter.org. Advanced registration available until March 24.

Platinum Sponsor | 20 tickets, full-page ad in program..................................................$7,000
Gold Sponsor | 12 tickets, full-page ad in program...........................................................$5,000
Silver Sponsor | 10 tickets, half-page ad in program........................................................$3,000
Bronze Sponsor | 4 tickets, listing in program....................................................................$1,000
Patron | 2 tickets, listing in program......................................................................................$500
Student Sponsor | Name listed in program..........................................................................$150
Individual Guest Ticket...............................................................................................................$75

Stamp Your Ticket to gala....

On Saturday, March 25, we will continue our tradition of celebrating our students, adults, their accomplishments, and all 
those that support our mission at John Paul II Center, at our 7th Annual Legacy Gala.

The night will be highlighted by our Halo Award, which honors a community member who embodies the spirit of our mission 
and who works to ensure our legacy into the future. This year we honor Eric and Jeannie Savage for their continued support 
of John Paul II Center.

To reserve your seats, please give us a call at 610-777-0605 or visit johnpauliicenter.org. Keep an eye on our website for a full 
auction listing, plus news and updates on the event!

7th Annual Legacy Gala Saturday, March 25, 5:30PM at the DoubleTree Hotel, Reading

Trendsetting with Mr. Freedom
For your chance to win a bottle of wine 

and a pair of Mr. Freedom-approved 
bow ties at this year’s Legacy Gala,

simply follow this guide:

1: Wear a bow tie
2: Take a selfie at one of our

selfie-stations
3: Post the photo to Facebook and use 

#FreedomAtJPii

Entries can be made through March 
26th (the day after Gala).

Say Cheese!

A Place to Play | All thanks to you!

Each year, the Fund-A-Need 
portion of our Legacy Gala is 
used as a way to raise the funding 

necessary for essential equipment.

Because of the recent expansion and 
renovation at John Paul II Center, our 
playground had to be taken down to 
make room for the new student and 
adult sections of the building.

At our 2016 Gala, we asked you for help 
with an accessible playground for our 
students and adults and your effort was 
an outstanding success!

With all of your generous support and 
some fresh excavation, we were able to 
purchase new playground equipment 
and safety turf (install in spring) that is 
sure to create smiles!

Dancing | Raffle | Signature Cocktail
Immediately following program

JPII
After Dark

Patrick, Melissa, and Nathaniel prepare Thanksgiving Meal.

Katie giving a game her best shot with many cheering her on.

One of our friends from La Salle helps out Faithly during Bingo.Jailys celebrating CSW Mass.A view of our new playground, before the safety turf. Aavian reading in his new blanket.

Matt roller skating (Barb supporting). Anthony & Jacob in the kitchen.

Sneak Peek
(Gala Auction)

Jacob Albee Pendant

Keep an eye on johnpauliicenter.org for weekly auction updates!

Vintage Dresser Filled with HerbsHot Air Balloon Excursion
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The Benefit to Being Brave
Cruz’s amazing journey

Plaaaaay Baaaaall!
JPII Loves Big Vision

Wanted

Anyone that has been to John Paul II Center has 
likely met Cruz; he’s an outgoing student that 
is always smiling, laughing, or asking how 

your day is going. If you ask Cruz “Is there anything 
you can’t do?”, he will reply with an enthusiastic “No”.

At JPII, we love to place focus on abilities, rather than 
disabilities, and teach students and adults to help 
others each and every day. With this attitude, our 
school community is able to come together and do 
anything we set our minds to.

So, when we heard Bethany Children’s Home was 
running a fundraising event 
(benefiting the children at the 
Home) that would allow
a nominee from our 
organization to rappel down 
the side of the 525 Student 
Apartments in Reading, Cruz 
was the perfect candidate. It 
was called going “Over the 
Edge” and Cruz was already 
excited!

Like any journey, there’s 
always a first step: Cruz had to raise $1,000 to secure 
his rappelling spot. Our Secondary Life Skills Teacher, 
Mrs. Berkhammer, asked Cruz why he wanted to go 

“Over the Edge”. Cruz’s reply was simple:

“Because I want to raise a lot of money for 
the kids.”

$1,996  later, Cruz was harnessing up 
and receiving proper training. With 
family, students, and staff there to 
cheer him on and a friend in Pete 
Rowley to rappel with, Cruz took his 
first step “Over the Edge”. Halfway 
down the wall, Cruz and Pete stopped 
for the day’s only mid-air fist bump.

After reaching the bottom 
and receiving high-fives 
and congratulations, 
Cruz’s bravery and 
willingness actually 
sent him down the wall 
for a second time (this 
time on his own).

Through his enthusiasm and 
compassion, Cruz was able to put 
the spirit of John Paul II Center 
on display and use his bravery 
to benefit the kids at Bethany 
Children’s Home.

“
“

All-Natural, 

Therapeutic! 

They really 

work!

Feeling achy?
Try our Corn Bags!

$8

It took guts to rappel down the side of the 525 Student Apartments.

Volunteers to help with various 
positions, including
• In the classroom
• In the Adult Program
• At fundraisers
• Occasional office help

If you have questions about donations, how to make them, and what is accepted, please call us at 610-777-0605.

School Supplies
John Paul II Center is 
always in need of typical 
school supplies such as 
pencils, reams of paper, art 
supplies, etc.

Games
Our Adult Program is always 
looking for new interactive 
games to play (all skill/age 
levels), as well as puzzles.

For the past four years, JPII has been invited to 
Big Vision Baseball, during both spring and 
fall, to get some exercise, work on baseball 

skills, and have some fun.

During our most recent trip, had a chance to 
interview Dan Clouser, President of Big Vision 
Foundation, and ask a little bit about their current 
project they have in the works (you can find more 
information at www.bigvisionfoundation.org).

Mrs. B: When did you first fall in love with 
baseball?
Dan: When I was five years old.
Mrs. B:: What is your favorite position to play?
Dan: My favorite position is catcher.
Mrs. B:: So, people can buy a brick as part of your engraved 
brick campaign; [proceeds go to the renovation of Big Vision 
Sports Complex] how much is a brick?
Dan: $110 for a brick and it will be displayed at our entrance 
and it’s there forever.
Mrs. B:: How much will renovations cost?
Dan: There will be around $8 million total in renovations. We 
just need to get the community behind us to help us out. Events 
like this [JPII Day] are the life-blood of what we do. We love to 

get the kids out here and see our teams helping out.
Mrs. B:: The large green wall behind us and the field we’re 
standing on is a replica of what famous field?
Dan: Fenway Park in Boston. It’s a very realistic recreation.
Mrs. B:: On a side note, I need to ask...What is your all-time 
favorite baseball movie?
Dan: Field of Dreams.
Mrs. B:: Field of Dreams! That has to do with my last question; 
If you build it, who will come?
Dan: If you build it, they will come, and for us, it’s the kids at 
John Paul II Center.
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diocese. He has been so supportive 
and dedicated to the Special 
Learning Centers during his tenure 
in Allentown and we will miss him 
dearly. New York is so fortunate to 
have this Shepherd of Christ! We 
wait and pray for our next Bishop 
to share and spread the Gospel 
message with us.  

As you can see in this edition of 
Special Connections, activities are 
abound at JPII. There is never a 
time when we aren’t engaged in 
some project or providing some 
kind of experience for those we 
serve. We are always looking to 
provide unique experiences for our 
students and adults.

We are so proud of Cruz, a secondary 
student who went “Over the Edge” to 
raise money for Bethany Children’s 
Home by rappelling down a 
five-story building in Reading. 
New to the whole experience, Cruz 
had no trepidations about taking 
on this adventure and embracing 
the opportunity.

We always encourage our students 
and adults to try something new. 
I think we can all take something 
from Cruz’s challenge when 
it comes to stretching beyond 
our comfort zone. It’s easy to 
stay in routine and not vary our 
experiences, but how do we grow 
and expand our horizons without 
stepping outside the box? Our 
students and adults are great 
examples. They have the courage 
to forge ahead. Their challenges 
don’t hold them back from living a 
rewarding and fulfilling life. They 
are inspirational!

How about you? When was the last 
time you did something for the first 
time? Please know we continue to 
pray for you and may you receive 
God’s blessings every day!  

Yours in Christ,

Mary A. Adams

Letter from the Editor
The future, first steps, and tackling challenges
by Mary Adams, Principal

“Because 
I want to
raise a lot
of money
for the kids.” 

-Cruz

Aniyahlis gets help from Dave of Big Vision. Jared returning a ball to Big Vision staff. Monroe; National Anthem.

Faithly helping Anthony. Katie, Mrs. Wolfe, and Aniyahlis ready to field a hit.

Dear Friends: Extra! Extra! Read all about it! John 
Paul II has just completed a renovation and 
expansion project and we couldn’t be more 

excited! Our $3.2M project will enable us to serve 
more individuals with disabilities and expand the 
services we provide. The John Paul II community 
came together and supported our vision of taking 
the center into the future. We are forever grateful to 
all those individuals, corporations, and foundations 
who believe in our mission.

As many of you may know, Bishop John Barres was 
recently transferred to a diocese in New York. We 
were fortunate to have him here for our dedication 
Mass; one of his last official appearances in our own

Mary Adams, Principal at John Paul II Center.



“

Giving at JPII Who Ate It? | by Nathaniel

by Jennifer

by Secondary Class

The Homework Fire |

...the newly renovated and expanded 
sections.

After the blessing, our Capital Campaign 
Co-Chairs Dan Langdon and Jack 
Horrigan briefly spoke before the final 
campaign earnings were revealed by 
our students. Jack Horrigan explained: 

“Remarkably, the John Paul II capital 
campaign to expand the school received 
pledges totaling  $3,182,343, more than 
6% above our $3,000,000 goal.”

With all the help and support from the 
Berks Community, John Paul II Center 
is truly blessed.

Mary Adams expressed her thanks:

“Berks County is such a giving 
community! Their support and 
generosity touch the lives of so many in 
our program. We are forever grateful.”

The entire day was one that will be 
remembered by many as a heartfelt, 
powerful, joyous day.

In a pure act of kindness and 
understanding, Boscov’s East 
extended invites to our students and 

adults to join them for a holiday shopping 
experience this past December.

The reason this trip is considered an 
“experience” and not just an outing is 
simple: Boscov’s closes to the public and 
provides children and adults with special 
needs to shop for the holidays.

This experience allows our students and 
adults to focus on shopping for loved 
ones with the help of friendly Boscov’s 
staff. Budgeting, social interaction, math, 

and manners are placed at the forefront 
in this kind of environment, creating 
ideal learning situations, which, in turn, 
helps to build confidence.

One of the best parts of the day is seeing 
the friendly staff work with individuals 
from JPII to thoughtfully pick gifts for 
their friends and families. The smiles on 
everyone’s faces depict the true meaning 
behind the holiday season.

A big thank you goes out to Boscov’s East 
for treating our students and adults to a 
great shopping experience.

A Dedication 
Mass
(Continued)

Holiday Shopping at Boscov’s
Treats, budgeting, learning, and friends

Across
2 This form of giving is
   also referred to as
   deferred gifts.
4 Our ____ Gala helps to
    ensure the school’s
    future.
5 ____ Scholarship Tax
   Credit program (OSTC).
8 A type of gift that some
   companies donate along
   with employees.
9 A fund established by
   Jack and the Late Peggy
   Horrigan.

10 A great way to honor
     the memory of a loved
     one.
11 A wonderful way to
     honor someone on a
     special occasion.

Down
1 ____ Improvement Tax
   Credit program (EITC).
3 Tax credit programs
   offered to businesses.
6 Donation of ones’ time.
7 Unrestricted funds given
   on a yearly basis. 

JPII Words To Know
L J F P Y Z I S U Z C H H I S
E O F B Y Q C N J T M T N T E
A Y C A T H O L I C I D S W I
R B K T O A W K T A E L S P P
N D M O G K C V F P G P Q L A
I O L S L Q X H E Y C V G R R
N A I N O T G N I L L I H S E
G L S T L U D A B L S Y G N H
S V A A A E H Q L E D N D W T
E M E I N C V A O A I R O Z B
U O Q C C S U E H S J E E Y T
L W E F P O V D S M I L E N W
A N V W V Y S E E Z M X A C C
V J Z P C I L N X Q O K O R Q
Z N Z K X B N V L I A N D C B

Adults
Blessings
Catholic
Children

Education
Faith
Gala

Independence

Joy
Learning

School
Shillington

Smile
Social

Therapies
Values

A small congregation follows Bishop Barres around JPII as he blesses the building. A look at our Capital Campaign

Aaron shows off his “Special Needs Shopping Discount” coupon.

Melissa gets help from a Boscov’s employee. Jared chatting after check-out.

Fun-N-Games

Learning [Personal] Space |

In this section of our newsletter, you will find not only puzzles that will help you get to know JPII Center better, but some 
comics as well, two of which were drawn by students in our secondary class. The idea behind each comic on this page was 
to create a social story (being responsible with homework and learning personal space) with a humorous twist. For answers 
to the puzzles, please visit johnpauliicenter.org and check out our news section. If you get a coffee ring on the page, that 

probably just means you’re having fun!
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“
“Thanks to all the 
generous folks who 
pledged support for 
the Campaign, they 
truly made it happen.”

-Jack Horrigan

Time 
to learn 
about 
space!

Oh
question!

Yes?

How 
big is 
space?

Not big 
enough.

Dodging 
a meteor 
shower...

Ahh!!!
Personal
bubble!

Sorry.

[Waiting]

[Waiting]

Question...

Is space
expanding?

It looks 
that 
way!

Nice!



Speech and Occupational Therapies are an 
important part of what we provide for children and 
adults at John Paul II Center. Since the expansion 

of our facility, we have hired full-time positions for 
each, allowing us to better serve the Berks County 
community.

Ms. Melchiorre and Mrs. Wolfe, our Speech and 
Occupational Therapists, respectively, joined us over 
the summer, shortly before school started. Since then, 
they’ve started teaming up for group activities:

Our Speech and Occupational Therapists explain the 
idea behind “dressing up a social event” as a Halloween 
party:

“Social events, such as the Halloween party, are great 
because students have fun and are able to see how the 
skills and lessons we work on during therapy carry over 
into real life situations. Specific Speech Therapy skills 
targeted during the party included pragmatics or social 
skills while the Occupational Therapy skills addressed 
were motor planning 
and motor coordination.”

Students and adults had 
a ton of fun moving 
from station to station 
playing various games, 
while our therapists got 
to work:

“The Halloween Party was a great way to observe skills we 
have been working on during therapy sessions within a 
natural setting and was also a good way to determine if 
a student has additional needs. Not only were we able 
to see how they completed tasks physically but also 
how they were interacting with their peers - making 
good eye contact, initiating appropriate topics, maintaining 
a conversation, appropriately using an augmentative or 
alternative communication system or device, etc.”

All said and done, the Halloween party was a clever way to 
disguise Speech and Occupational Therapies as a day of fun 
and games!

JPII Board of Directors

Hallway Colloquialism #17Spooky Fun....
OT, Speech put the treat in 
“trick or treat”

Kathleen Nevel, PhD – Chairman, Adjunct Faculty
 Alvernia University
W. Bradford White, Jr.- Vice-Chairman, Senior VP Wealth
 Management, Morgan Stanley
Theodore Bassano – Treasurer, Vice President
 Emeritus, RACC
Ginny Close – Secretary, Community Volunteer
Anthony DeMarco – VP Institutional Advancement,
 Alvernia University
John Dever – President, Egan Signs
Virginia Frederick Dodge – Executive Producer, VA
 Productions, Inc. 
Michael A. Duff – Senior VP, Government Relations & Chief
 Compliance Officer, Penske 
The Honorable Eleni Dimitriou Geishauser – Berks
 County Judge
Michael Herr – Managing Director, Tompkins Insurance 
Daniel Langdon – CEO, East Penn Manufacturing Co, Inc.
Father Keith Mathur - Sacred Heart Church

Gretchen Naso - Principal, Reinsel Kuntz Lesher LLP
Dr. Vincent Moffitt - Pediatric Hospitalist, Reading
 Health System
Kathleen O’Brien Ellis, PhD – Secondary Special Education
 Teacher, Twin Valley School District
Craig Perrotty – Sr. VP Fixed Income Sales, Vining Sparks IBG
Craig Poole - General Manager, DoubleTree by Hilton
Eric Savage - President, Freedom Auto Group
Noreen Sobottka - Senior Vice President, Wells Fargo Bank NA
Chester Winters - Director of Information Technology, RACC

Mary Adams – Principal
Becky Burton – Director of Advancement
Brooke Cortese Tesche, EdD. – Deputy Superintendent,
 Diocese of Allentown
Michael Mizak – Business Manager
Isaac Nawa – Berks Catholic High School
 Student Representative

An individual recently joined our Adult Program....

Kyle trying on a mask. Ms. Melchiorre “mummifying” Danae.
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Jessie poses for a perfectly framed photo with Tim.

“
“

“Not only were we able to see 
how they completed tasks
physically but also how
they were interacting
with their peers.”

-Ms. Melchiorre & Mrs. Wolfe


